
Easter! Spring! Signs of 
New Life all around us and 
within us! We’d like to 
share some of the new life 
springing forth at the 
House of Prayer. 

Our volunteers have been 
busy at beautifying the 
House of Prayer.  George 
Wader, a dedicated weekly 
volunteer for the past few 
years who spent numerous 
hours renovating our sta-
tions of the Cross path, has 
a new project. George has 
created a Memorial Garden 
that remembers our loved 
ones who have died, as 

well as our fallen military 
and the unborn.  “In the 
rising to the setting of the 
sun, we remember them…” 
We invite you to come to 
this sacred space and re-
member your loved ones.   

FGCU Professor Maria 
Roca’s Fall and Spring 
senior seminar classes have 
dedicated their time and 
talent in doing a project at 
the House of Prayer.  The 
Fall class did a Native 
American medicine wheel 
on the property, a prayer 
practice of our Native 
American brothers and sis-
ters. The Spring class is 
working with Steven 
Brown and the Lee County 
Extension Service to redo 
the gardens in the front of 
the retreat house that were 
badly damaged from our 
cold winter.   

The cold also damaged the 
tiles in the Hall with many 
of them coming loose.  We 
were advised to replace the 
linoleum tiles with ceramic 
tiles.  While we hadn’t 
budgeted for that cost, it 
seemed the best solution so 
as not to have this problem 
again. Bob Compabasso 
and Rick Stotz generously 
gave their time to redo the 
Hall floor with the ceramic 
tiles.  

We are so grateful to our 

dedicated volunteers who 
are always there: Frank 
Spagone and Mike O’Hare, 
Bob Compabasso, and 
Robert Lemieux as well as 
our generous consultants, 
Dave Foote and Nick 
Guerra who were there to 
help us solve a recent prob-
lem.  All you homeowners 
know the trials and tribula-
tions of home ownership 
and the unexpected ex-
penses that go with it.  We 
continue to trust that God 
will provide all that we 
need! 

Happy Easter!  Happy 
Spring!  May we cele-
brate new life and Resur-
rection and live as Res-
urrected people.                 
                          Sr. Carol 
PS Look forward to seeing 
you on our Boat Cruise on 
Sunday, May 16th!! 

What’s New at the House of Prayer?�
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Sr. Carol Beevers 

Karen Gendreau 

Ashley Ryan Herbert (Secretary)   

Bill Loy (President)  

Guenn Martin 

Lea Pascotto 

Jack Ryan (Vice President) 

Sue Ryan 

Laura Schulkins   

Letha Walsh (Treasurer)  

Debbie Zornow 
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Riverboat Cruise!! 

Sunday, May 16, 2010 

Boat sails at 4:00 PM 

from Fort Myers Yacht Basin 

Call: 239-728-3614  

to reserve your spot!   

$25 adult / $10 Children 6-12   
Under 5 Free 
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group will be looking ahead to ad-
dress three main issues: (1) physi-
cal plant, (2) financial, and (3) 
personnel.   With the help of a 
professional planning and man-
agement consultant who is donat-
ing his time and expertise, we will 
be building a solid pathway for the 
future.  We have been so richly, 
blessed by the outpouring of sup-
port by our many friends, that, 
while the finances are always 

It’s been a busy few months for 
the Board of Directors!  Restruc-
turing our working committees, 
planning fund raising events, and 
trying to look beyond the present 
needs in order to chart our path for 
the future have indeed kept us 
hopping!  As you read this, the 
Board prepares to launch a Strate-
gic Planning Committee to de-
velop a new five-year vision plan 
for the House of Prayer.  This 

tight, we are able to look ahead 
with hope. 

As we approach the summer 
months, we look forward to a 
somewhat less busy time in our 
own lives, so that we may con-
tinue building upon the solid foun-
dation of the House of Prayer.  
Thank you, to all of our friends 
and supporters, for helping to 
build such a firm foundation. 

Bill Loy, Board President 
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The following was written by 
Patricia Hans, a Rochester, NY 
woman, who comes for a week-long 
retreat every year.  This poem epito-
mizes her contemplative experience 
at MOGHOP.        

 
 

Canticle in the Garden of Eden 
 

You have seen me on my belly, Lord 
tunneling blind like a worm through 
the earth. 
 

You have heard me groan along with 
Job 
when there were no words left to 
pray. 
 

Now you have raised me up, tall and 
strong 
like the cypress trees that call me 
“sister.” 
 

I am rooted like them deep in the 
earth. 
I know how to bend and sway with 
the wind. 
 

“Well done,” you whisper in my ear. 
“Your faith has saved you, my own, 
my love.” 
 

You wrap me in a silver shawl of 
spanish moss 
and crown me with gardenias that 
perfume my hair. 
 

You lead me beside a sacred river 

to a grove where trees are heavy with 
fruit. 
 

You pluck a pomegranate for me to 
taste 
and the juice runs red and sweet on 
my lips. 
 

Yes, my love, I will rest with you in 
your garden. 
And yes, I will dance with you on the 
riverbank. 
 

Then I will climb the tallest cypress  
and shout from the treetops 
I love you, my Savior, my God! 
for all the world to hear.                                              
                              

                               February 2006 
                               Patricia Hans 
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lauraschulkins@gmail.com and 
mention that you heard this from 
this newsletter and Laura will do-
nate $2.00 of each $10.00 book 
purchase back to Mother of God, 
House of Prayer. Laura looks for-
ward to hearing from you!  

In addition, there will be a book 
signing on Saturday, April 17th 
from 12:00 – 3:00 PM at Barnes 
and Noble in Fort Myers. �

Board Member  Laura Schulkins 
is proud to announce the arrival  
of her newly published book 
HAPPY TO BE MIA. Mia the 
butterfly teaches young readers 
about pollution. Jules the 
mouse,  Mott the owl and Mel the 
turtle support Mia's teachings to 
the children at the park. If you 
would like an autographed book 
from Laura please email her at 
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Congratulations to our 
lucky winners:  

Jane Cunin, Yolanda 
Clauzel,  Joy Kretsch-
mer, Cathy McGourty 
and Mary Yankaskas.  

Each one received a check for $665.   
 

A special Thank You to all of you who 
participated in this fundraiser.  We are 
so grateful to each and every one of 
you.  You are truly Partners with us in 
the ministry of the House of Prayer. 
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again I found the Spirituality Con-
ference to be a time of affirmation 
and renewal.  Both the main 
speaker and the workshops gave 
me food for thought, but I also en-
joyed the connections I made with 
other people who are on a similar 
journey.  The day was truly a 
blessing for me.”      Guenn Martin 

“First of what I hope are many 
more years at the Spirituality Con-
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At the House of Prayer we are always in need of volunteers.  If you are 
available to help out,  please call us at 239-728-3614 or email us at mog-
hop@gmail.com. At this time we are looking for cooks to prepare a meal 
for a retreat group once in a while,  for someone who could do some 
clerical work in our library, and anyone who could work in our gardens.�
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* Twin Beds 

* CD/Cassette player 

* Used Golf Cart 

* Gift Cards for: 

            Home Depot,  
            Lowe’s            
            Office Depot  
            Bed, Bath and Beyond 
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Along with phone calls and emails 
from those who attended the Sec-
ond Annual Spirituality Confer-
ence, we received these two testi-
monials: 

“Pat Livingston affirmed for me 
that blessings come out of chaos.  
Letting in the light sometimes in-
volves walking through fire, but 
when we come out on the other 
side we are transformed.  Once 

ference.  The messages were so 
thought provoking and soul nour-
ishing.  Pat was truly inspirational 
and I look forward to hearing her 
more in the future. 

Our lunch period was a wonderful 
time to share with others and make 
new connections. 

We really enjoyed the choice of 
music and literature offered.”      
                                        Sue Ryan  
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           Income:                                                         

           Program and Retreats                                $44,181        
            Donations and Pledges                              $51,703        
           Fundraisers                                             $21,233        
            Dividends, Interest & Misc.                      $1,889 

           Total Income                                          $119,006                 

                                                                                   

           Expenses:                                                    

           Programs and Retreats                           $10,023        
           Fundraising                                              $6,842          
           House/Property                                       $26,055         

           Property Insurance                                  $9,904          
           Staff/Payroll                                             $65,002        
            General/Misc.                                          $1,427          
                                                   

           Total Expenses                                      $119,253 

           Net Income (loss)                                    (-$247) 

Thank you for your generosity that has empowered Mother of God House of Prayer to 
continue its mission of "providing a sacred place where people can come home to God 
and to themselves."  

*Financial information prepared at MOGHOP is provided by staff utilizing a commer-
cial software program.  The information is reviewed by the Board of Directors.   



As many of you know we had to cancel our 
Paul Todd concert in March due to lack of 
ticket sales.  Paul’s concerts have always 
been wonderful fundraisers for us and with 
its cancellation Paul felt our need. 
 

He asked the Board of Directors of Paul 
Todd Charities to consider making a dona-
tion to the House of Prayer.  Much to our de-
light, the Board approved a $2000 donation 
for which we are deeply grateful. 
 

Paul also offered complimentary tickets to 
his concert at the Barbara B. Mann Theater to 
all who bought tickets to our concert.  The 
concert was excellent and raised money for 
the Harry Chapin food bank and SWFL Chil-
dren’s Hospital (Jen’s Kids Fund).  Check 
out the great work of Paul Todd Charities at 
www.paultoddcharities.com   

������	��	
��	!� ��	��	���"��		

, ��2 �- .�� �� +� 0-0%� �* 04-� �
� .-+% �.4 �*.� �+.��% �.4 �, �/% �

 

WILL YOU HELP US REACH OUR GOAL? 

 

We’d like to add 100 NEW donors to our PLEDGE FAMILY  

who could give $10 a month. 
 

Our Pledgers love and support the House of Prayer by making a monthly or quarterly 
commitment and are truly Partners in Ministry with us ! Take a moment to pray and 
see if the Spirit is inviting you to help us reach our goal.  If you are moved to respond 
with your YES, please reply to this email or call 239-728-3614 and we will gratefully  

welcome you to our Pledge Family. 
 

 

May you be blessed abundantly for your generosity! 

Thank You from the Board and Staff of the House of Prayer 

 

MOGHOP has entered the world of social 
networking! 

MOGHOP is now on facebook. Please 
search for us on facebook at MOGHOP 
Retreat House and then friend request us. 
We will do our best to keep you informed 
of what is going on. This is also our at-
tempt at trying to gain other nation wide 
friends to spread the news about our re-
treat house. Please spread the word and 
let's build our relationship with God by 
building relationships with each other! 

2..8 �4. ��� �.( �4 ��%�..8 ���


