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Mother of God House of Prayer was founded to provide a holy space where individuals 
might come home to themselves and come home to God. 
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Letter from the Director 
 
As I sit here contemplating the beauty of the House of Prayer, I am filled with awe,
wonder and gratitude to the God who has carried us all along the way and the God 
who has provided for us these past 27 years.  I am reminded of a refrain from a 
Kathy Sherman song that says: “ All you need to know is I was always there.”  
These words are so consoling especially during these difficult economic times. 
They serve as a constant reminder of God’s fidelity and presence in our lives, even 
when we might not feel that presence.   
 

It has been a busy season for us as we welcomed retreatants from Florida and also 
from New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Canada. We have hosted several 
groups from Catholic, Presbyterian, Lutheran and Episcopal churches.  Our Spiritu-
ality Conference and Paul Todd concert were wonderful, life-giving experiences.  
Our monthly Days of Reflection and Special Programs continue to provide spiritual 
nurturance to all who attend.  The Labyrinth has been a very special addition to the 
House of Prayer.  It has been a powerful spiritual experience for many of our re-
treatants and we even have someone coming to make a Labyrinth Retreat.  Many 
people have visited just to walk the Labyrinth and connect with God.  Our updated 
website has also drawn several new people to the House of Prayer and some have 
even registered for retreats and programs via the web.  If you haven’t checked 
out our new website, go to www.moghop.com. 
 

Despite all the positive news, we continue to struggle financially.  We are managing 
to pay our bills but find ourselves behind in salaries.  We have also had some unex-
pected expenses including a pool leak, a new dishwasher and the need to heat the 
buildings during our cold spell.  God has provided and a generous benefactor 
stepped in to help us to catch up but the struggle continues, especially as we go into 
our slow season. 
 

What can you do?  Be our “voice” and spread the word about the House of Prayer.  
If you are coming to a program, bring a friend.  If you are part of a group, suggest 
they have their next retreat at the House of Prayer.  We also welcome any donation. 
No amount is too small.  If everyone who received this newsletter gave just $5 it 
would make a difference. We believe that God who has been carrying us for the 
past 27 years will continue to provide for us.  May we all continue to grow in our 
trust of God who repeats: “All you ever need to know is I am always there.” 
 

Sr. Carol Beevers, SSJ 
 

 



The Board Corner 
 

The current economic climate has been both challenging and inspirational for the Mother of God House 
of Prayer Board of Directors.  The struggling economy and the resulting decline in revenues have led to 
some great discussions and some very affirming decisions on the part of the staff and Board. 
 
In January, one of our former Directors led the Board through a discernment process which was undoubt-
edly one of our most uplifting experiences.  As a result, we emerged united in spirit and direction for the 
House of Prayer.  We affirmed that the ministry provided by the staff is especially pertinent during this 
time of high anxiety.  The clarity provided by the discernment process helps us to forge ahead and con-
tinue to provide a necessary place of refuge for our friends and fellow pilgrims on the journey with 
Christ. 
 
The Board is currently working on both a long-term plan to ensure the financial stability of the House of 
Prayer and a short-term plan to address the present financial crisis.  We are one in our commitment to the 
ministry and united in prayer as we seek a series of immediate resolutions to the economic issues. 
 
It is indeed a privilege to serve alongside such a group of faithful servants in these challenging times.  
The solid belief that God is indeed faithful and will sustain us in times of trouble is at the forefront of all 
discussions, as is the great appreciation for all those who believe in and support this valuable ministry. 
 

Bill Loy,  Board President        
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The deck was built in 1990 by a 
volunteer whose mother provided 
the supplies.  The deck has served 
our programs, retreatants and visi-
tors well but it is in need of re-
pair.  Much of the wood has rot-
ted, especially underneath, and so 
the deck will have to be rebuilt.  
We have someone who is willing 
to do the work but we need to 
raise $2,000 to purchase the sup-
plies.  If you are able to help us 
with this endeavor, please send 
checks (marked “For DECK”) or 
Home Depot gift cards.   All who 
come to the House of Prayer 
thank you for your support and we 
look forward to enjoying many 
more years on this peaceful, sa-
cred spot! 

A New Deck  
Any of you who have been to the House of Prayer know what a 
wonderful place our deck is.  To sit under the giant oaks and lis-
ten to the rumbling of the creek and feel the breeze on your face is 
a unique experience of the Holy.   



Coming Home 
 

I drive down the palm-lined lane to the 
House of Prayer for a Day of Reflection.  
My heart rate slows.  My muscles relax.  
My soul opens herself to God’s love and 
guidance.  Coming to this quiet, beautiful 
place where I can share my deepest spiri-
tual longings with like-minded people 
feels like coming home. 
 

It feels like coming home to greet others 
who regularly attend the Day of Reflection 
and to welcome newcomers.  Together we 
open our hearts to God’s presence with us. 
Today we discuss Jesus’ stories of service.   
I think about the unconditional love that 
Jesus demonstrated throughout his minis-
try as I walk the labyrinth and as I gaze 
into the slowly flowing water of the creek, 
watching tiny water striders and the spread 
of ripples from a falling leaf.  I share my 
response in the form of a poem.  As I drive 
back out into the frenetic world, I pray that 
I am able to share God’s love with others 
as Jesus did. 

Guenn Martin   
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UPCOMING  
PROGRAMS 

 

Please refer to your Brochure, browse our  
NEW web Site  

www.moghop.com  
 

 or call the House of Prayer 
(239) 728-3614 

      Our Labyrinth  

FINANCE SUMMARY FOR 2008                                
                                       

Income:                                                                      
Program and Retreats                                 $42,582                             
Donations and Pledges                               $39,458                             
Fundraisers                                              $17,475                             
Dividends, Interest & Misc.                              $45 
                                       

Total Income                                           $99,560              
                                                                                                                                         

Expenses:                                                                  
Programs and Retreats                              $7,583                             
Fundraising                                              $10,182                             
House/Property (*)                                   $35,113                             
Property Insurance                                     $8,864                             
Staff/Payroll                                              $65,134                             
Office/Marketing/Misc.                               $1,895                             
                                                                            

Total Expenses                                     $128,771 
                                                                                                                  

Net Income (loss)                                (- $29,211) 
 
* Includes the $8,306 for the Retreat Center air conditioner. 
 

Thank you for your generosity that has empowered Mother of God  
House of Prayer to continue its mission of "providing a sacred place  
where people can come home to God and to themselves."   
*Financial information prepared at MOGHOP is provided by staff  
utilizing a commercial software program.  The information is reviewed  
by the Board of Directors.   
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¨ Gift Certificates to Office 
Depot and Home Depot 

 
¨ Motion Sensor Light     
 
¨ Portable Generator 

¨ Solar Lights for front of 
Retreat House and 
Driveway 

 
¨ Stainless Steel Screws 
       2 1/2 inch  
 
¨ TV Digital Converter Box 

or Converter Box Coupon  



 
MOTHER OF GOD HOUSE OF PRAYER, INC. 

17880 Cypress Creek Road 
Alva, Florida 33920 
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MOTHER OF GOD 
HOUSE OF PRAYER 

 

17880 Cypress Creek Rd 
Alva, Florida 33920 

Phone: 
239-728-3614 

Email:  
moghop@embarqmail.com  

Web site: 
         www.moghop.com       

               

 
YES! I would like to make a ONE-TIME DONATION to the ministry of the House of Prayer: 
_______$10       _______$50      _______$100      $ _______$250      _______$500      _______ Other 
 
 
YES!  I want to support MOGHOP by PLEDGING $                 per  month,  quarter,  year. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 (please circle one) 
 
Name                                                                                                                                                     
 
Address                                                                                                                                                  
 
City                                                                          State                        Zip                                         
 
From                                                       to                                                            
 
 
Phone:    Home                                         Cell                                       Work                                      
 
Email Address                                                                                                                                       

 
Please cut off this slip and return it to the Mother of God House of Prayer  

 

In an effort to save money and trees I would prefer to receive the 
Newsletter by email. ___ (please check) 


